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Magical Thinking Through the Lens of Things:
Contemporary Approaches to Studying the Spiritual
Culture of Ancient Slavs

Abstract. In the last decade, there has been a trend in the academic literature
to express skepticism towards the possibility of reconstructing Slavic pre-
Christian. “Everyday Magic of the Ancient Slavs” (2022) is a recent collection
of ten academic essays devoted to specific “smaller” issues in the study of
Slavic spiritual culture in the 5th to 11th centuries AD. Ukrainian and Czech
archeologists present studies on such topics as sacred ornaments on household
appliances, the use of the ancient stove as a sanctuary, and symbolic relations
between humans and the spirit of the house. We believe these essays to
have made two important contributions. Firstly, the earliest evidence of the
“didukh,” the last sheaf after the harvest, which is a key Ukrainian tradition,
can be traced back at least to the middle of the 10th c. AD. Secondly, the
hypothetic temple of Volos mentioned in medieval sources can be localized
in the eastern part of Podil, a district of Kyiv. This collected volume does not
propose a holistic image of Slavic Paganism, but it helps to clarify and make
concrete a variety of different aspects of Slavic pre-Christian spirituality.

B ocraHHE JECATHIITTA cepel YaCTUHU aKaJeMIUHUX JOCIiTHU-
KiB YTBEPAUBCS CKEIICUC IIIO0 MOXKJIMBOCTI CKa3aTH IOCh HOBE PO
CTapo/laBHi BipyBaHHsA cjioB’AH. HOBI mparii Ha 1110 TeMy 3 BJIAIOTHCSA
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BKpa# pifiko, i HaBiTh y pasi MMOSBU BOHU 3a3BHYai MPUCBSIUEH] By3b-
KUM IIpobsieMaM a60 KOHKPETHUM apXeoJIOTIYHUM Ta eTHOrpadiuHuM
maM sITKaM.

306ipka HapHCiB YKPaiHChKUX 1 YECHKHUX apXeoJIoTiB «Marisi moBCAK-
JIeHHS JaBHIX coB’aH» ('opbaHeHKo, 2022) B iCTOTI CIIpaBU Bi/IIIOBi-
Jla€ TAKOMY caMOMYy TpeHay. BoHa He IPOIOHYE IITICHOI KapTUHH,
MIPOTEe OKPEeMi YaCTUHU KHUTHU OYAyTh I[iKaBi IIUPOKOMY KOJIY YUTAUiB.

Biacue kakyuu, cama KHUTA € PO3IIMPEHOI0 1 JIOTIOBHEHOIO Bep-
ci€ro monepeaHbOI 30ipKM HayKOBHX HAPHUCIB, sIKi OyJsIu omy0s1iKoBaHi
y 2020 porii mif Ha3Bow «[IobyToBa Maris cXiIHUX CJIOB'AH 3a apxeo-
sioriuauMu gaHuMu» (FopbaneHko, 2020). Jloy1aHi cTaTTi nepeBakHO
PO3BUBAIOTH TEMHU, O3HAUYEHI B MepIIiil 30ipIli, Xo4a JeKiJIbKa 3 HUX
OCMUCJIIOIOTH HOBI (HATp., HApHC, MPUCBAYEHUH Kanuiry Bosioca Ha
kuiBcpkoMy ITozosti). IIpocTopoBi Mexi HAPUCIB — TOJIOBHO CydYacHi
KOP/IOHH YKpaiHu, JIUIIE OJTNH HapuC IpucBssuyeHn M. Po3roku (Yech-
Ka pecmy0OJiika). XpoHOJIOTIUHI Meki — Zipyra nosioBuHa I tuc. H.e., 710
KiHs X1 cTOJTITTS, X04a JJIA IMOPIBHAHHS 3aJy4aeThCs U iCTOPUUHO
Mi3HININHA MaTepia.

SAx1mo y3araJbHUTH 3MICT JECATH HAPUCIB, TO aBTOPU IPOIIOHYIOTH
YUTAYeBi Taki TeMU: CBACTUYHI OPHAMEHTH HA TOCIOAAPCHKOMY IIPH-
JIaJii IaBHIX CJIOB’AH; 3aKJIa/IHA JKePTBa Ipu Oy/1iBHUIITBI; 3HAUEHHS
Ievi siK IOMAITHbOT'O BiBTAps; MOCUJIEHHS Maril medi, a TaKoXX Kepa-
MIYHOT'O TIOCYAY ILJISXOM J0/laBaHHS B IVIMHSAHY Macy 3epHa (mepe-
ZIOBCIM JKWTA); IaHYBAaHHA / TOAYBAaHHS JJOMOBHKA uepe3 BMYPOBY-
BaHHSA Y CTIHKY IeYi MiHIaTIOPHUX MTOCYWH; HaWOIIbII paHHI CITi/TN
ZliTyxXa — pi3ABSIHOTO CHOTIA; TIONIYKW HMOBIDHOT'O MiCIIe3HAXO/IKEHH 5T
kanuia Bosioca Ha kuiBcbkomy [ostoi.

Besuka miHHICTH KHUTH B TOMY, III0 KOXKEH HAPHUC CyIPOBO/IIKYETH-
cA JIeTaJIbHUMH ITPOMaJIbOBKAMH apXeoJIOTIUHUX MaMsTOK abo ¢o-
torpadisiMmu camux nmpezMeTiB. OKpeMoIo IepeBaroi i BiIMiHHICTIO
BiJI MonepeHbOI 30ipKU € HASBHICTD JOKJIAJHUX 1 3pO3yMIJINX HecIe-
miasicty reo- ¥ tonorpadgivyHux KapT. HaToMicTh BUCHOBKH 3 KOXKHOI
TeMu 3po0JieH] Ha/I3BUYalHO 00eperkHO (MpUHANMHI B O1JIBIIIOCTI BU-
Ma/IKiB), TOMy KHHUTY MOKHA Ha3BaTU pajure ¢pakrorpadpidyHo — Ta-
KOI0, 110 (iKCye€ MeBHI (haKTH MUHYJIOTO, OJTHAK 3aJTHIIAE ITPOCTIP A1
iIXHBOTO TIyMadeHHs. I3 iHIIOTO OOKY, CKJIaJa€ThCsS BPasKeHHs, IO
aBTOPH JIy?Ke I'PYHTOBHO ITPOJIyMYBaJIM KOKHe HaITMCaHe CJIOBO U ro-
TOBI 3a HHOI'O BiZ[IIOBICTH.

Busiiumo yoTHpH MPOBiHI MOTUBH, SIKiI QIrypyIOTh Y PI3HUX TEK-
cTax 30ipKH HapHUCiB.
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[To-nepire, Cepriéi I'opbaHeHKO, aBTOp YOTUPHOX 1 CIIBABTOP IIE
JIBOX 13 /iecsATH HapuciB 30ipKU, I'PYHTOBHO PO3IVIAIAE apXeOJIOTIuHi
CBi/TUeHHS PO 3aKJIAJHY KEPTBY — Ty, AKY poOMIU i gac OymiB-
HUITBA XaTU. BiH IpUHIIOB 10 BUCHOBKY, IO /IaBHI CJIOBIHU JPYTroOl
MOJIOBUHU | TUCAYOJIITTS H.e. B AKOCTI TaKOi MOKEPTBU MOTJIM BHKO-
pUCTOBYBaTU OyZb-AKi IIpeJIMETH, BAXKJIUBI /i 100poOyTy i1 Gsiara
KOHKpeTHOI poauHu. Tak, y miBHIYHO-3axilTHOMY ab0 MiBHIYHO-CXi/I-
HOMY KYTi XaTU MOIVIM 3aKJaJIaTUCA TJIUHAHI HocyiuHU (MMOBIPHO,
i3 3epHOM), pUOOJIOBEIbKI 3HAPSJIA, TYPSAUi POTH, KJI0Ui, IPUKPACH,
actparanu (ragaapHi kaminni). HaTomicTh ckesieTiB TBAapUH y TaKUX
BUIIA/IKaX aBTOP He (pikcye, 1 HAMaraeTbcs CIPOCTYBATH JIYMKY €T-
Hosiora Anp6epTa BaiibypiHa 3 MpUBOAY TOTO, IO Y JaBHIX CJIOBAH
3aKJIaJHUMH KePTBAMH CJIYTyBaJd KiHb 1 miBeHb (i3 BiAOBiIHOIO
cuMBostikoo). Ha Hamy nymky, nani A. Baiibypina notpebyoTs me-
PEBIPKH, OHAK HE yIiJIJIMBOTO YiIIJISHHS 3a TEKCT, AKUH € B HapHCi
C. F'opbaHeHKa PO KePTBOIPUHECEHH .

[Mo-npyre, mikaBuMm € gocigkenas C. [opb6anenka i 0. Ilyrosmoska
PO 3BUYAl BMYPOBYBATH B «TiJIO» Medi MiHIaTIOpHI IJIMHSAHI TOCY-
JIUHY, V SKUX, 0 TOTO 3K, iMOBipHO, Oys0 3epHO. Ile Tex cBoepizHA
3aKJIa/THA JKEPTBA, OTHAK IIPUCBYEHA JJOMOBUKOBI a00 mpeakaM. Ap-
X€eO0JIOrIYHOI0 023010 [[HOr0 JOCHAIIKeHHA € naM ATk VIII-XI cTosiTh
nepeBakHO 3 JIiBoOepekHO1 YKpaiHu. ABTOpU POOJIATH 00epeXHi, aje
Ba’KJIMBI BUCHOBKH ITPO KYJIbTOBE 3HAUEHHS MeYi sIK BiBTaps, BiATaK i
PO MOB’A3aHi 3 Y40 3BUYal (HaIPUKJIIA/], KOJYyTIaHHSA IeYi /{iBYNHOI0
iy yac cBataHHsA). [Ipo cuMBoJIiuHe Ta pUTyaIbHE 3HAUEHH I1eYi Ta-
KOX i71eTbes y Hapuci uecbkux apxeosioriB M. Kyna i H. I[TpodauToBoi.
BoHU onuCYIOTH /JaBHBOCJIOBSTHCHKE KUTJIO ITPA3bKOI apXeoJsIoriuHol
KYJIBTYPH, IiJT MiJIOTOI0 AKOTO Oysa 3pobiieHa Horo «gpakTaabHa»
KOIIisl, 3MeHIIleHa B 4 pa3u. ToO6To mif iepeB’ sSTHOIO IMi/IJIOr0l0 HAa UBEPTH
KOTJIOBaHY OyB ITle OMH KOTJIOBAH 1 KOMis Iedi-KaM sTHKH, pO3Tallo-
BaHa, IMpaB/ia, Ha IPOTUJIEKHOMY 0011l Bijy opurinasy. CiifiiB BOTHIO
Ha Hi HEMae, a caMa XarTa BUIJISI/ZIA€ He HAJITO «O00XKUTO». ABTOPH
IPUITYCKAIOTh, IO Ile MOIJIO OyTH Miclie /Jis MPOBeJEHHS PUTYaJIIB,
IIpOTe MEPEKOHIMBUX apryMeHTIB Ha KOPHUCTb Ifi€i Bepcii Hemae. Ha
HAIly AYMKY, I[IKaBIIIUM € 1XHE MPUMYIIEHHs, 3a AKUM «MiHiaTIOp-
He KUTJIO» IiJT IOJIIBKOI0 MOIJIO CIYTYBAaTU MPUXHUCTKOM JOMOBHKA.
I3 inmoro 60Ky, HAIPUKIHIII CTATTI ABTOPU BUCJIOBJIIOIOTH IBO3HAUHY
JIYMKY TIPO Te, 0 peasibHi 00psAIY KePTBOIPUHECEeHH «0a3yloThCA,
BiporijiHile, Ha 3acajiax JIIOJICHKOI MCUXIKU, Hi’K Ha MEBHIN peJTirii-
Hill cuctemi» ([opbaHeHKo, 2022, c. 128). 3aaUIIAETHCA HEZPO3YMi-
JIUM, Y4 BOHM MAaIOTh Ha yBa3i Te, IO >KEPTBOIPUHECEHHS — KYJIb-
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TypHA YHiBepcaJis, Y HAaTAKAIOTHh HA MEBHI NCUXIUHI BiIXUJIEHHS Y
BUKOHABI[iB TAKUX PUTYAaJIiB.

[To-TpeTte, Ha Marepiasi ogHOro OyauHKY i3 CodiiBchkoi Bopima-
riBku (KuiB), mo garyerbes Kinnem X1 — mepioro nosioBuHO0 XII cTo-
qirts, C. [opbanenko Ta I. T'oTyH A0CTOBIpHO (iKCYIOTh HASBHICTD [Ti-
Ziyxa. Y IpOTUJIEXKHOMY BiJl Iedi KyTi XaTH, /ie, 32 HApOAHUM 3BUYAEM,
Masia OyTu O0KHUIA (IOKYTTSA, KPaCHUHM KYT), apXeoJIord 3HAUIIIN
KyIIKy 3epHa — 3aHa/ITO MaJio, IMO0OK BBAKATH IIe 3aracaMu, 3aHaj-
TO OaraTo, 1OOW BBa)kaTHU BHUIIAJIKOBicTI0. CaMa XaTa 3TopiJsia, TOXK
3€pHO OOBYTJIUJIOCH, 1 IOTO T03BOIUIHN i/IeHTU(]IKYBaTU CIieniaibHi
GioximiuHi (masieoboTaniuni) anasisu. Illo Gisblne, mopydY i3 3epHOM
3HAW/IEH] 3aJIUIIKU SJITMHKOBOI JIEPEBUHH. ABTOpU TJIyMayaTh IIe Ta-
KMM YHUHOM: JlifyXa BiraHoByBayii Ha Pizaso (Kossamy) sik cCHMBOJI
POKY, IIJ0 MUHAE, AK KOHIIEHTPAT CUJIN U MUJIOCT1 IPE/IKiB, BUPAKEHOI
B I[bOTOPIYHOMY BpO2Kail; SIJTMHKA MOTJIA CJAYyTYBaTH JOTIOBHEHHSM 0
Jliyxa i BKasye Ha Te, M0 MOKeKa MOIJIa CTaTUCS B 3UMOBHUH IepPiof] —
WMOBIpHO, y yac Pi3gBAHUX CBATOK. lle IOBHICTIO Bi/ITIOBiIa€ e€THO-
rpadiuHUM JaHUM 1po Aigyxa. OKpiM TOro, aBTOPH yTPUMYIOThCSA
BiJl OZTHO3HAYHOT'O CY/I?K€HH I, IKY Bipy CIIOBITyBaJIl MENIKAHIII OCeJTi:
y HiH 3HaUIeH] 1 XpUCTUSIHCHKI, 1 I3UIHHUIIBKI cUMBOJIH. Taki mociTi-
JI>KEHHSI MaIOTh TUM Oi/Ibllle 3HAYEHHS Ha TJIi CKENTHIU3MY JIEeTKUX
CYYaCHUX HAYKOBI[IB IOZI0 MPABOMIPHOCTI €KCTpAMoOJIAIii eTHOrpa-
¢iunux peasiit Ha 6iybIn paHHI YacH (AuB., HAIp., ByichKkux, 2018;
I'pumwuy, 2014; Levin, 1993). Marepiaiu mi€i 30ipKku mMiaATBEPAKYIOTD,
0 JIeAK] BasKJIMBI 00 €EKTU TPAAHUIIHHOI KyJIbTYPH YKpaiHIliB, BigoMi
3i cnocrepexkedb XIX — mouarky XX CTOJITTS, MOTJIM iCHYBaTH IIO-
HallMeHIIle y TOAIOHOMY peduoBOMY Ta IMPOCTOPOBOMY KOHTEKCTax y
JIaBHBOPYCHKHUH Uac.

Cepen HapuciB, Akux He OyJI0o B monepeaHii 306ipIii, BUMIIAETbCA
tekceT C. TapaneHka. BiH i3 1980-X pokiB JoCTi/IKy€e cepeTHbOBIYHUN
kuiBchkui Iloxisn, BifTak crpoOyBaB ijleHTU(]IKYBaTH TOUHE MicIie
poararryBaHHsA Kanwuiia Bosioca (Beseca), mo 3razyeTbcsi B MHCEM-
HUX JKepesax (3okpema B «Kutii Bosogumupa»). 3azBuyaii Moro
aconiroioTh i3 KueBo-Ilomisibchko0 BBeneHCHKOI IIEPKBOIO, HA Mic-
1i KO HIOMTO KOJIMCH CTOsIJIA IaBHIiIIA 1iepkBa Biacis, a nepkBu, 3a
IpAMHUMH BKa3iBKaMHU y JizKepesax, OyayBanaucsa Ha micoi kanwui. Ha
MiICTaBl AeAKUX 3HAXIZIOK TIOYATKY 2000-X POKiB, aBTOP BBAKAE, III0
Kamuire Morio 6ytu Mmixk Bysursmu HrokHid Bas, Bosocwkkoro, fpo-
cnaBchkoo 1 HaGeperkHO-XpelaTUIbKOI, y MeKaxX CyJacHOi Ipo-
Dk /12%01 30HU ByJI. [ToUaitHUHCHKOI.
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Oco0JIMBOTO KOJIOPUTY KOJIEKTHBHIW Ipalii HaJalTh iJIFOCTpallii
A. Tlanikapcpkoro. 3po0JsieHi B cydyacHOMY rpadbiyHOMY CTHJIi, BOHH
3aBOPOXKYIOTH 1 3aJIMIIAIOTH B IAMATI AICKpaBUU 06pa3 Tiel um iHIIOo1
CTaTTi. YTiM, /IefKi 3 ITUX 1TI0CTpaIliil BUKJINKAIOTH PAIIe TOAUB: Ha-
MIPUKJIaJ,, Ha C. 50 BiH 300pa3uB CJOBAHHUHA y HoziepToMy (?) oxas3i,
61/1 BUCOXJIOTO ZlepeBa i roJiol CTEPHI MiJ] 3aT0JI0BKOM «IIef3a’K POIo-
4ocTi ¥ gocraTky». la kapTuHa intoctpye Hapuc JI. Muxailsimau, mpu-
CBAYEHUN aHaJIi3y PparMeHTy JIMHOrO ropiiuKa i3 300pakeHHAMU
PI3HUX 3HaKIB, IO MOXOJHUTH i3 JKUTJIA ITPa3bKO-KOPUYAIIKOI KYJIBTY-
pu VI—VII croits, po3konaHoro Ha nocesieHHi ['opeua II (M. YepHis-
111). ABTOp Hapucy, Ha HaIly IYMKY, BAAETHCS 710 JIEN0 HeoOepeKHUX
BHUCHOBKIB (II[0 He XapaKTePHO /1 30ipKU 3arajioM), iHTepIPeTYIOUn
MIOJIPSITIMHH 1 CKOJIA CTAapPOJaBHBOTO IVIEYNKA SIK CHMBOJIU TPO3H, ITOJIs
1 ypoKaro, a KOMIIO3UIIiI0 IIUX MOAPANNH — K TOH CaMUH «Ief3ax».

OnHi€ero 3i c/1abKUX CTOPIH KHUTH BBa)Ka€EMO PO3MHUTE U HEUiTKe
BU3HAUEHHS i1 MpeJiMeTa — «Maril MOBCAKAEHHsI». Y MepIIoMY 3K a0-
3alli aBTOPW BU3HAYAIOTH 11 AK «JIil, ABUINA YK IIPEIMETH, IO HE I0-
TpeOyBasi 0COOJIMBUX TPY/IOBUTPAT... 1 HE MaIl OYEBUIHOTO IIPaK-
THYHOrO 3actocyBaHHs» (I'opbaHeHKo, 2022, c¢. 3). IIpoTe IijKOM
3PO3YyMiJI0, III0 MaTif [ JII0/Iel TPAAULINHOI KyJIbTYPH IKpa3-TaKu
Ma€e OYeBH[HE MPAKTHYHE 3HAUEHHs. 3PEIITO, Ile BU3HAIOTH 1 caMi
aBTOpU B HACTYNMHUX Hapucax. Hampukias, momaBaHHA 3€peH KHUTa
y TJIMHAHI MiYHI CTiHW, HAHECEHHS Ha MOCYJ, CBACTUYHUX TA 1HIINX
CaKpaJbHUX OPHAMEHTIB MEPECIi/IyBaJI0 IPAKTUYHY METY: CIIPUATHU
3aXHCTy ¥ JIOCTAaTKy MEIIKAHIIB OyAUHKY a0o BiacHHKa pedi. Okpim
TOT'0, HE BCi TEMU HAPHCIB CTOCYIOTHCS caMe MO0y TOBOI, MOBCAKAEHHOI
Marii. 3akjaiHa JKepTBa i JIiyX, HaBIIaKH, ITOB513aHi 3 0COOJTUBUMH
PUTYaJIbHUMU JIiSIMU B IIEBHI MOMEHTH PIiYHOrO ab0 KUTTEBOTO KOJIA.
TuMm Gisibliie 11e CTOCYEThCS U riNOTEeTUYHOro Kanuia Bosoca.

3arasiom, fIKIIO YUTAY He OOIThCA 3aHYPUTHCA B yCi TOHKOIII ap-
XEOJIOTIYHUX 3BiTiB, IIs HEBEJIMKA 32 00CATOM (210 CTOPiHOK) 30ipKa
HapHUCIB MOXe CTaTU KOMY y BEJIUKIHN HAro/i /iJis yTOUHEHH YABJIEHb
PO JIYXOBHY KYyJIBTYPY JIaBHIX CJIOB'STH.
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